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This publication produced by Work Safe (Aus equivalent to OSH)

provided expert advise on Cattle Handling and Yards

Various pages show TechniPharm or Kattle Gear Equipment

TechniPharm’s Australian partner Kattle Gear Australia PTY

principle Mr Bill Vowles is especially acknowledged for his

Contribution to this publication.

Bill Vowles is recognized as an expert in yard design and handling systems

As a consultant he is often engaged by the courts in providing expert opinions
around safety issues revolving in cattle yards and sale yards.

TechniPharm has provide as a reference document an extract related to cattle
handling and yard systems. The full publication is available on request or via the |
Work safe www site.













CATTLE HANDLING

4. Keep an eye on what's going on around you

When you are fronting a difficult animal, it's easy to lose track of what the other
cattle are doing. You need to keep looking around, so that you know what is going
on at all times.

Plan a likely escape route or what may be used as a safe refuge; for example,
behind a barrier or through an escape gap.

5. Know when to use your voice or cane

Cattle handling can be effective without the use of noise or voice: however some
cattle handlers use their voices to soothe and calm, to show authority, and to let
the cattle know where the handler is in relation to them.

Carrying a flapper or cane may give you more confidence and some protection,
but should only be used to guide cattle not to flog them.

The cane or flapper can be useful for defence. For instance, if you are in a tight
corner with a difficult animal, you may need to make louder noises and move the
flapper in order to be seen.

Cattle have good memories. They learn quickly and soon work out who hits them
and who treats them well. Beating them doesn’t help. Cattle also learn where the
unpleasant things such as castration and weaning happen. Gentle handling during
traumatic times is important, especially for young cattle.

6. Check the yards for hazards before working with cattle
(See guidance note Safe Design and Maintenance of Cattle Yards)

A lot of the injuries to cattle handlers happen in the yards. Good design and
maintenance can help prevent those injuries.

If you are not used to the yards, check the layout and how things work before
taking cattle in.

Remove stray posts, timbers, containers and large stones from pens and the race,
to prevent tripping and minimise distractions.

Typical yard maintenance to reduce hazards include:

* Hammer nails home and flatten off, saw off bolts that are too long and
remove wire.

* Fasten down or replace loose or rotten timbers on catwalks or rails.

* Keep gates well oiled and free-swinging or sliding.

* Keep gates and latching mechanisms well adjusted and aligned.

* Maintain the head bail and crush.

* Watch out for weld mesh projections {and think about replacing weld mesh
with rails).

* Perform repairs immediately.
* Reduce dust with sprinklers or hosing down.
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CATTLE HANDLING

Cattle field of vision

Working flight distance

Shoulder balance points

Backbone balance point

B. CATTLE FIELD OF VISION AND FLIGHT ZONE

With eyes on the sides of their heads, cattle have a wide range of vision to the
sides; however, they are seeing a view with one eye only and cannot judge
distances well. To the rear, they have a blind area where they cannot see at all.
If they detect movement to the side or rear, they are easily alarmed.

Using the “flight distance’

‘Flight distance’ is how close cattle let you come before they take flight
or move away.

It's different for every animal, but the flight distance is longer or further away
for cattle who are handled less often. For instance, if you get within 100 metres
of wild beef cattle they'll start moving, whereas dairy cattle will usually let you
come within five metres or even less.

You can get cattle moving by entering their flight distance. The further in you
go, the faster they move away. But don't move in too close or they may panic
and scatter. You can get them to stop by moving out of their flight distance,
i.e. by stepping back.

The ideal angle of approach to an animal is in the zone 45 to 60 degrees behind
the line of the shoulder. {Handler or other movement within the flight zone,
especially in front or beside races and crushes is likely to cause baulking.)

It is possible to get close to cattle without disturbing them by adopting a non-direct
or zigzag type style of approach. Avoiding direct eye contact with cattle also helps.

When you're in close quarters with cattle, as in yards, move through the animal's
‘balance lines’ to get them moving.

There are two balance lines. One runs crossways through the animal's shoulders.
The other is lengthways down the backbone.

Whichever way you move through these lines, the animal will go the other way.

If you're standing in front or behind, moving to one side encourages the animal
to go the other way.

If you're standing alongside an animal, moving forward encourages it to reverse
or turn and go back. Moving back encourages it to go forward.

C. SPECIFIC CATTLE HANDLING SITUATIONS

The following ideas and techniques will reduce the risk of injury to handlers and
cattle when mustering and undertaking yard work. The relevance of some of these
ideas and technigues will depend on the type of cattle, the cattle handling facilities
available and the existing experience of the cattle handlers.

1. Mustering
e Mustering is best done early in the morning or towards nightfall,
when temperatures are cooler and cattle have had a long grazing period.

° Prepare the route in advance. Open the gates and be on guard at the places
where cattle are most likely to break away.

° All people involved in the muster should be familiar with the farm layout.
¢ Try to maintain visual, radio or routine contact with others involved in musters.

* Have safe working procedures in place for mustering, including an emergency
response procedure.

* Use the flight distance to move cattle. Stay at the fringe so they don't scatter.

* Horses are effective; motorbikes annoy some cattle, particularly if they are not
familiar with them.
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CATTLE HANDLING

What makes cattle flighty?

There are a number of things that make cattle flighty:

* hunger

° excessive noise, barking, shouting, motorbikes

e hitting

e electric prodders

e painful, new or strange objects

e invading their ‘personal space’, especially around the head
* being chased.

Remember, flighty cattle have unpredictable behaviour which increases risk
during stock handling.

Practice good hygiene

Be aware of the possibility of contracting diseases from cattle, such as
leptospirosis and Q Fever. These diseases are transmitted through contact
with blood, saliva and urine.*

Practice good hygiene by washing hands and face after handling cattle.
Vaccinate cattle against leptospirosis.

A vaccine is also available to protect humans against contracting Q Fever.
{See Appendix 2: Zoonoses.)

SUMMARY

The Cattle Handling section of this guide seeks to provide practical guidance
to people engaged in or entering the beef cattle industry. The information in
this section provides techniques for the handling of cattle that, where adopted,
will greatly reduce the risk of personal injury while assisting the maintenance
of beef quality.

The format and layout of this information lends itself to being suitable for
conducting induction training for a new worker, family member or employee.
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